
 

Dear Focal Points,                                                                                                        Issue 9, July 2016 

[cc: DAC Delegates] 

In this newsletter, we are writing to inform you about: 

 NEW RELEASE: Better Policies for Sustainable Development 2016 – A new framework 

for policy coherence 

 SDG Partnership Exchange: Presenting the PCSD Partnership 

 HLPF Side Event: Ensuring no one is left behind – The importance of policy coherence 

for sustainable development 

 New OECD publications: From a PCSD perspective. 

Please note that we are continuously expanding our mailing list, so feel free to forward this 

email to your colleagues and let us know of any additional names to add to the list. 

Wishing you a nice summer, the OECD PCD Unit. 

 

BETTER POLICIES FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 2016 – A NEW FRAMEWORK FOR 

POLICY COHERENCE 

 

 

 

 

The 2016 edition of our Flagship report, Better Policies for Sustainable 

Development – A new framework for policy coherence, introduces the 

analytical Framework for Policy Coherence for Sustainable 

Development (PCSD) - a screening tool that aims to support 

governments in designing and implementing coherent policies. It also 

explores policy coherence in the context of the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development and suggests options for monitoring and 

tracking progress in SDG target 17.14, which calls on countries to 

"enhance policy coherence for sustainable development.  

Importantly, the report has benefited from numerous external 

contributors, including both member states and civil society 

organisations and think tanks. This has provided valuable insights to 

how countries are beginning to implement the 2030 Agenda, and also 

how various organisations are developing quantitative and qualitative 

tools to track progress. Thank you for your inputs – they have greatly 

enriched this report! 

 

http://www.oecd.org/development/better-policies-for-sustainable-development-2016-9789264256996-en.htm
http://www.oecd.org/development/better-policies-for-sustainable-development-2016-9789264256996-en.htm
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/deliver/fulltext?itemId=/content/book/9789264256996-en&mimeType=freepreview&redirecturl=http://www.keepeek.com/Digital-Asset-Management/oecd/development/better-policies-for-sustainable-development-2016_9789264256996-en&isPreview=true


SDG PARTNERSHIP EXCHANGE, 18 JULY, NEW YORK 

 

 

SDG Partnership Exchange – Supporting the SDGs through multi-stakeholder partnerships 

The one-day SDG Partnership Exchange was organised by UNDESA Division for Sustainable 

Development in collaboration with the UN Office for Partnerships, against the background of 

SDG 17 which recognises multi-stakeholder partnerships as important vehicles for mobilising 

and sharing knowledge, expertise, technologies and financial resources to support the 

achievement of the SDGs in all countries. The event was opened by Wu Hongbo, Under-

Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs. It  

Ebba Dohlman presented the PCSD Partnership in the panel on “Partnerships with focus on 

Data, media and innovative tools for the SDGs” moderated by Mitchell Toomey, Director, 

SDG Action Campaign at the Partnership Exchange organised in the context of the HLPF.  The 

event attracted more than 400 attendees from all over the world.  

The PCSD Partnership was registered last month as #SDGAction12066 on the United Nations 

Partnerships for SDGs online platform. You are welcome to join us. In our next Newsletter 

early September we will provide further details about the work program of the Partnership 

including dates for our first virtual discussion and a concept note to kick it off. Twelve 

partners have joined the Partnership in its first month: 

 

   

   

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/hlpf/PartnershipExchange
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/partnership/?p=12066
https://community.oecd.org/community/pcsdpartnership
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/partnership/?p=12066
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdinaction
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdinaction


HLPF SIDE EVENT, 19 JULY, NEW YORK 

Ensuring no one is left behind – The importance of policy coherence for sustainable 

development 

This side event was organised by the governments of Sweden and Mexico, OECD and WRI in 

collaboration with a coalition of think-tanks (SEI, ECDPM, DIE, KEI, EEA). Marcos Bonturi, 

OECD, provided opening remarks. This was followed by interventions by Adalan Shekarabi, 

Swedish Minister for Public Administration, Ministry of Finance; Luis René Martinez, Office of 

the President of Mexico; Festus Mwangi Kiunjuri, Cabinet Secretary, Ministry of Devolution 

and Planning of Kenya, all relaying their country experiences with adapting strategies, 

policies and institutions to the 2030 Agenda.  The event was moderated by David O’Connor, 

Sustainable Economist, WRI. 

Key messages were on the importance of coherence across governance levels as well as 

across sectors; adapting or creating institutional mechanisms to address potential conflicts of 

interest; and leveraging bottom up approaches to inform policy making. A holistic policy 

coherence approach is critical for addressing the multiple dimensions of inequality - reaching 

people who are excluded from economic opportunities, social protection and natural 

resources. 

We used the opportunity to launch our Better Policies for Sustainable Development 2016: A 

New Framework for Policy Coherence and set out our PCSD Partnership. Sweden welcomed 

the initiative and announced its interest in joining the Partnership.  It was also an opportunity 

to present the Synthesis Report prepared by WRI, Universality, Integration, and Policy 

Coherence for Sustainable Development: Early SDG Implementation in Selected OECD 

Countries, drawing on case studies by think tanks presented at the joint OECD/WRI meeting 

on PCSD in May.  

 

NEW OECD PUBLICATIONS: FROM A PCSD PERSPECTIVE 

 

The study, Measuring the Distance to the SDGs Targets, piloted on 

selected OECD countries, leverages OECD’s work on well-being and 

the wealth of its data, and is a first attempt at estimating the distance 

that OECD countries have to travel to achieve the target levels set for 

2030.  

Based on an innovative methodology, the study aims at helping OECD 

countries establish their priorities and design the policies they will 

need to bridge the gaps in order to achieve the SDGs.  

A distinctive feature of the Study is that it allows OECD countries to 

focus on those specific targets where the gaps are larger and where 

more progress needs to be made. The Study also makes a first 

attempt at highlighting where OECD countries stand with respect to 

targets where they make a direct global contribution to the 

achievement of the SDGs. This preliminary version of the pilot study 

will be refined and regularly updated over the next few months. 

http://www.wri.org/events/2016/07/ensuring-no-one-left-behind-importance-policy-coherence
http://www.oecd.org/publications/better-policies-for-sustainable-development-2016-9789264256996-en.htm
http://www.oecd.org/publications/better-policies-for-sustainable-development-2016-9789264256996-en.htm
http://www.oecd.org/std/OECD-Measuring-Distance-to-the%20SDGs-Target-Pilot-Study-web.pdf


 

The Development Co-operation Report 2016 explores the potential 

and challenges of investing in developing countries, in particular 

through social impact investment, blended finance and foreign direct 

investment. The report provides guidance on responsible business 

conduct and outlines the challenges in mobilising and measuring 

private finance to achieve the SDGs.  Throughout the report, practical 

examples illustrate how business is already promoting sustainable 

development and inclusive growth in developing countries. Part II of 

the report showcases the profiles and performance of development 

co-operation providers, and presents DAC statistics on official and 

private resource flows. 

 

The OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook 2016-2025 provides an 

assessment of prospects for the coming decade of the agricultural 

commodity markets across 41 countries and 12 regions, including 

OECD countries and key agricultural producers, such as India, China, 

Brazil, the Russian Federation and Argentina. 

The report projects inflation-adjusted agricultural commodity prices 

will remain relatively flat overall in the coming decade. However, 

livestock prices are expected to rise relative to those for crops. As 

incomes improve, especially in emerging economies, demand for 

meat, fish and poultry will demonstrate strong growth. Globally, the 

increased demand for food and feed for a growing and more affluent 

population is projected to be mostly met through productivity gains. 

Yield improvements are expected to account for about 80 percent of 

the increase in crop output. 

OECD  

Working Paper 

The paper Global Value Chains and Trade in Value-Added: An Initial 

Assessment of the Impact on Jobs and Productivity contributes to a 

better understanding of the impact of global value chains (GVCs) on 

jobs and productivity by providing new evidence on employment 

embodied in value-added trade flows. Linking jobs data to the Trade 

in Value-Added (TiVA) indicators first highlights that a large share of 

employment in OECD and key partner countries relies on 

consumption taking place abroad and for most countries this share 

has increased between 1995 and 2011. There are differences across 

industries in the share of jobs embodied in exports but in all 

industries a majority of these jobs originates in the service sector. 

 

http://www.keepeek.com/Digital-Asset-Management/oecd/development/development-co-operation-report-2016_dcr-2016-en#.V5Hp8E1f05g
http://www.keepeek.com/Digital-Asset-Management/oecd/agriculture-and-food/oecd-fao-agricultural-outlook-2016_agr_outlook-2016-en#page1
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/trade/global-value-chains-and-trade-in-value-added-an-initial-assessment-of-the-impact-on-jobs-and-productivity_5jlvc7sb5s8w-en
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/trade/global-value-chains-and-trade-in-value-added-an-initial-assessment-of-the-impact-on-jobs-and-productivity_5jlvc7sb5s8w-en
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/deliver/fulltext?itemId=/content/book/dcr-2016-en&mimeType=freepreview&redirecturl=http://www.keepeek.com/Digital-Asset-Management/oecd/development/development-co-operation-report-2016_dcr-2016-en&isPreview=true

